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Phil Lambert, Manager

During the first week of March Silverwood welcomed three groups 
from the 2009 San Diego Bird Festival event. Some usual species 

encountered were the Oak Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch and the 
California Thrasher. 

A new memorial display was installed at the Frank Gander Nature 
Education Center honoring the victims of the 2003 Cedar Fire. Three 
memorials were produced by the Lakeside Historical Society and were 
intended to be placed at local county parks, but were turned down by the 
county. The memorial here at Silverwood has already been integrated into 
the education tours dealing with understanding wild fires. 

Our Saturday work party 
event was supported with the 
help of some El Capitan High 
School students from the "Roots 
and Shoots" environmental club. 
Their hard work in clearing 
trails and clearing brush for fire 
clearance is greatly appreciated. 

Another Eagle Scout project 
was completed by Carter Smith 
from Troop 506. Carter took on 
the task of raising the funds to 
purchase the material for six 
new picnic tables. He organized 
his troop to assemble and sand the 
tables, as well as applying three 
coats of a clear wood finish, all in one day. Troop members also completed 
that day and the following day putting in steps and back filling washed out 
sections of the Woodward Ridge trail. Thanks so much Carter Smith and the 
rest of Troop 506 for all of your hard work. 

Some more exciting updated fire recovery news from Silverwood. 
During the month while out eradicating the usual invasive plants I 
observed the seedlings of an obligate resprouter, the San Diego Mountain 
Mahogany (Crcocarpus minutiflorus), in many areas of the sanctuary. Also 
observed were the seedlings of the Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) another 
obligate resprouter. Most exciting were the berries found on two Big-berry 
Manzanita shrubs (Arctostaphylos glauca). Being obligate seeders these are 
the first seeds in six years produced to begin the next seed bank for the next 
fire. Six berries were produced on a shrub in the observation area and three 
produced on one shrub along the McConnell trail.
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Thanks to donors who 
support SDAS in many ways

In the past, while we have recognized donors in 
SKETCHES who respond to our fall fund appeal and spring 
Birdathon fund appeals, we have been remiss in publicly 
recognizing donors who make unsolicited donations or give 
in kind contributions to assist us in our mission. Many of 
these donations are quite significant, including end-of-year 
donations unrelated to our fall fund appeal, gifts of artwork 
and other valuables to be silent auctioned at our Bird 
Festival, or equipment and supplies for our sanctuaries.

This month, we recognize these donors and would 
like to express our deep gratitude for their significant 
contributions to our cause. Thank you so much.
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   Jane Higginson
     in memory of
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Please note: Unsolicited, in 
kind, and special recognition 
donors who have supported 
SDAS within the past twelve 
months are listed above. In 
the future, we will print donor 
names in these categories 
every six months.

Members of the Roots and Shoots club 
at El Capitan HS tackle a project for 
Silverwood. Photo by Phil Lambert.

2009 Science Fair 
Winners 
San Diego Audubon has selected two 

outstanding winners at the Greater San 
Diego Science and Engineering Fair held on 
April 1. Judges Rich Breisch and David Kimball 
selected Madison Dutra and Jaclyn Hirbawi, 
both 8th-grade students at The Rhodes School, 
for their studies of environmental issues. 
Madison made species observations and water 
quality measurements in Evans Pond and has 
suggested ways in which the habitat can 
be improved.

Jaclyn investigated the vertical growth 
patterns of Opuntia oricola (Chaparral 
Pricklypear) in a habitat where she observed 
Cactus Wrens and their nests.

Jaclyn and Madison have been  invited to 
bring their displays to the SDAS Celebration of 
Birds and Volunteers recognition party to share 
with our members. The party is set for May 28 
at Mission Trails Regional Park. 

Jaclyn Hirbawi received an 
Audubon Award for her study of the 
growth patterns of Opuntia and Cactus 
Wrens. She is an eighth grader at The 
Rhodes School.

An Audubon Award went to 
Madison Dutra who made species 
observations and water quality 
measurements in a pond. Madison is in 
the eighth grade at The Rhodes School.

Donors
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Silverwood Wildlife Sanctuary
13003 Wildcat Canyon Road

Lakeside CA 92040
Telephone 619/443-2998

Silverwood is open to the public on 
Sundays from 9 am to 4 pm, October 
through July. Guided nature walks are 
conducted at 10 am and 1:30 pm through 
June. The Sanctuary is also open to 
Audubon members on Wednesdays 
from 8 am to noon, but please call ahead. 
Scheduled group tours may be arranged 
by contacting Phil Lambert, the resident 
manager, at 619-443-2998.

Directions to Silverwood: From San 
Diego go east on I-8 to Hwy 67 exit in 
El Cajon. (From North County, take 
Hwy. 52 south to Mission Gorge east; 
after you cross Magnolia, stay in right 
lane and veer to left after going under 
bridge.) Once on Hwy 67, go north on 
67 to Lakeside. In Lakeside, when the 
freeway ends, take Mapleview east (right) 
two blocks to Ashwood Street. Turn left. 
Ashwood becomes Wildcat Canyon Road. 
From the Ashwood-Mapleview turn, go 
4.8 miles (not highway mile markers) 
to Silverwood, on the right and marked 
by a large yellow mailbox. Be alert for 
construction workers.

May 3, Sunday—Open visitation 
and guided nature hikes at 10:00 and 
1:30. Special Topic;  The Silverwood 
Maternity Ward. Visit with our 
springtime breeding birds.
May 10, Sunday—It’s Mother’s Day! 
Treat Mom to a picnic and a bird 
concert at Silverwood. Open visitation 
and guided nature hikes at 10:00 and 
1:30. 
May 13, Wednesday—Monthly 
Silverwood bird count. Help look for 
our early spring migrants.
May 16, Saturday—Monthly work 
party–The winter rains are making 
everything grow! Help us control 
those sneaky invasive plants so the 
native flowers can bloom.
May 17, Sunday—Open visitation and 
guided nature hikes at 10:00 and 1:30.
May 24, Sunday—Open visitation and 
guided nature hikes at 10:00 and 1:30.
May 31, Sunday—Open visitation and 
guided nature hikes at 10:00 and 1:30.

Calendar

Become A Friend – Make A Difference!
When you complete this form and become 
a Friend of San Diego Audubon, you do 
much more than support a worthy mission.
You become a voice, a force and an integral
part of one of the most vital and successful
conservation groups in the region. All funds 
are used locally, with low overhead – invested  
to develop and expand our own conservation 
and education programs. National Audubon 
membership is not required.

• Receive Sketches (10 issues per year) • Attend Monthly Programs • Join In Our Birding Trips
• Stay Current With Local Conservation Bulletins • Visit Our Sanctuaries • Share The Adventure!

❑ Student $10  ❑ Friend $30  ❑ Supporting  $50  ❑ Protector $100  ❑ Steward  $500  ❑ Benefactor  $1,000

❑ Gift Membership (give recipient’s info on this form and yours on separate sheet)  

Name _______________________________________________________  Phone ___________________________________

Address _________________________________________City _________________________ State/ZIP _________________

Email _________________________________________________  ❑ Send me email updates  ❑ Do not mail me Sketches

Send form with personal check payable to SDAS: San Diego Audubon Society, 4891 Pacific Hwy. Ste. 112, San Diego, CA 92110

OR  ❑ Visa  ❑ MC  ❑ AMEX  ❑ Discover   Card # ______________________________________________________________ 

3-Digit Verification _________ Exp. _______________________  Signature __________________________________________________ 

Flyway Cities Coalition Week:
Celebrating & Protecting San Diego’s Biodiversity

May 9-16, 2009
Visit <www.flywaycities.org/sandiego> for a complete listing of 

festivities & volunteer events to be held throughout 
San Diego County

The San Diego Flyway Cities Coalition is working to protect, restore, 
and create wildlife habitat for resident and migratory species to enhance 
the connectivity of the Pacific Flyway within metro San Diego County. 
We invite you to attend one of our partner events during the Flyway 
Cities Coalition launch week, held in recognition of the Coalition and 
International Migratory Bird Day. This will be a wonderful opportunity 
to learn about local wildlife, habitat issues, and what local organizations 
are doing to make San Diego more ‘flyway friendly’ for both wildlife and 
people. We look forward to seeing you there!

For more information, contact the Flyway Cities 
Coalition Coordinator, Shannon Dougherty at <dougherty@
sandiegoaudubon.org> or 619-682-7210. 

needs, to cover the cost of fundraising efforts and to provide additional funds for 
growth and expansion of the organization each year.

If the Nature Center cannot support itself, it will be closed, and if that happens, 
there is little likelihood that it will ever reopen. It would be like closing the zoo or 
the Natural History Museum only on a smaller scale.

The Nature Center will try to build an endowment from large contributors, but its 
core support must come from members of the community like you. Members of SDAS 
hold a special relationship to the Nature Center, and you can become a member of the 
Nature Center with free admission for yourself, extra free passes, a bookstore discount, 
and invitations to Nature Center events. Call me, Herb Young, at 858-622-0337 for 
membership information and applications.

Chula Vista Nature Center, continued from page 5
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Directors & Committee Chairs 2008-2009
President—Peter Thomas ............................................ 858-571-5076
	 prthomas1@yahoo.com
Vice President—Barbara Moore ................................ 858-755-7133
	 lilycats511@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer—Joyce Haak Brooks ................................... 619-225-9051
	 jabrooks@cox.net
Secretary—Judy McIntosh .......................................... 619-670-1014
	 thjumc@yahoo.com
Past President—Mel Hinton ........................................ 858-454-6550
	 melhinton@sbcglobal.net
Executive Director—Chris Redfern ........................... 619-682-7211
	 redfern@sandiegoaudubon.org
Silverwood Commitee—Phil Pryde ........................... 619-465-9492
	 PhilPinSD@cox.net
Conservation Chair—Jim Peugh.................................. 619-224-4591
	 peugh@cox.net
Conservation Coordinator—Shannon Dougherty... 619-682-7210
	 dougherty@sandiegoaudubon.org
Field Trips—Barbara Moore ....................................... 858-755-7133
	 lilycats511@sbcglobal.net
Membership—David Kimball...................................... 619-224-4975
	 birdfest@cox.net
Avian Adventures Coordinator—Ann Hannon........760-602-0030
	 afhannon@sbcglobal.net
SKETCHES Managing Editor—Karen Straus ..........619-804-9056
	 kstraus@san.rr.com
SKETCHES Layout Editor—Chris Tratnyek ............ 619-461-0737
	 cactuswren45@cox.net
Anstine Committee—Claude Edwards ..................... 619-282-8687
	 KEPS1@flite-tours.com
Anstine Manager—Becky Wilbanks.......................... 760-295-1548
Communications Chair—David Stump .................... 619-282-6763
	 dwstump@cox.net
Silverwood Hosts—David Shepard ........................... 858-676-1842
	 dshepard@mail.sdsu.edu
Silverwood Manager—Phil Lambert ......................... 619-443-2998
	 philscottlambert@yahoo.com
Webmaster—David Kimball ........................................ 619-224-4975
	 birdfest@cox.net
At Large Board Member—Mike Matherly................ 619-461-9049
	 mtmatherly@cox.net
At Large Board Member—Catie Fyfe......................... 508-237-7756
	 cmfyfe@hotmail.com
At Large Board Member—Wayne Harmon...............858-488-2250
	 harmonhaus@sbcglobal.net

San Diego Audubon Phone .......................... 619-682-7200
Audubon’s FAX number ............................... 619-682-7212
Audubon’s Web Site ...................................... www.sandiegoaudubon.org
Daily Rare Bird Hotline ................................ 619-688-2473 (619-nut-bird)
National Audubon Society .......................... www.audubon.org
National Audubon Activist Hotline .......... 800-659-2622
National Audubon Customer Service ......  800-274-4201

5/2, Saturday—Field Trip–Old Mission Dam, page 5
5/7, Thursday—Field Trip–San Elijo Lagoon, page 5
5/9, Saturday—Field Trip–Tijuana Estuary, page 5
5/11, Monday—Fledgling Birders–Lake Murray, page 5
5/11, Monday—Board Meeting, 6:30pm
5/13, Wednesday—Silverwood Bird Count, page 7
5/16, Saturday—Field Trip–Santee Lakes, page 5
5/16, Saturday—Work Party–Silverwood, page 7
5/23, Saturday—Field Trip–Batiquitos Lagoon, page 5
5/25, Monday—Conservation Committee.
5/27, Wednesday—Field Trip–Santee Lakes, page 5
5/28, Thursday—Celebration of Birds & Volunteers, page 3 
5/30, Saturday—Field Trip–Silverwood, page 5
6/6, Saturday—Field Trip–San Elijo Lagoon, page 5

Sketches is published monthly, except July and August, by the San Diego 
Audubon Society.
SUBMISSIONS  Material must be received by the 1st of the month in 
order to appear in the issue of the following month. Send copy to Karen 
Straus, kstraus@san.rr.com.
DONATIONS  All donations are tax deductible. Make all checks payable 
to SAN DIEGO AUDUBON SOCIETY and send to San Diego Audubon, 
4891 Pacific Hwy. Suite 112, San Diego, CA 92110. Write Silverwood on 
the memo line for checks to Silverwood. For the Silverwood Honor Roll, 
designate “in memory of,” or “in acknowledgment of,” or other, and the 
name of the recipient.
SDAS OFFICE  4891 Pacific Hwy. Suite 112, San Diego, CA 92110. 
Volunteers are available in the office Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Please call first to ensure that someone is in the office for your visit. 
Messages can be left at any time on the office answering machine at 
619-682-7200 or email: sdaudubon@sandiegoaudubon.org 

San Diego Audubon Society a chapter 
of the National Audubon Society.


